




September 15, 2008

LOWER FARMINGTON RIVER AND SALMON BROOK

WILD AND SCENIC RIVERS STUDY COMMITTEE

MINUTES OF MEETING SEPTEMBER 15, 2008

CANTON COMMUNITY CENTER

CALL TO ORDER: 


Meeting called to order at 7:05 pm

MEMBERS PRESENT:

Jamie Fosburgh, NPS;  Wanda Colman, Tariffville;  Paul Rochford, Burlington; Walter L. Sargent, Farmington;  Larry Schlegel, Farmington;  Eric Hammerling, CFPA; Suzanne Battos, Simsbury;  Mike Krammen, East Granby;  Carolyn Flint, Granby,  Maryann Nusom Haverstock,  CTDEP;  Susan Peterson, CtDEP; Eileen Fielding, FRWA;  Paula Jones, Bloomfield; Margery Winters, Simsbury;  Sally Rieger, Simsbury;  Cynthia Griggs, Canton;  Ian Clark, East Granby;  Kurt Link, The Stanley Works, Farmington River Power;  Kathy Dunn, East Hartland;  David Leff, Canton;  Robert House, Avon;  Jeff Bolton, FRWA;  Harry Spring, Avon.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  A motion was made and seconded to approve the minutes as presented.  The motion was passed unanimously. 

INTRODUCTION OF NEW MEMBERS:


Sally introduced Susan Peterson and Maryann Nusom Haverstock both of whom are staff members at CT DEP.  Susan and Maryann will be our liaisons with DEP and are  involved with watershed management.  MaryAnn will be this evening’s presenter on low impact development and will sit on the Executive Committee. 
GUEST SPEAKER:


Sally introduced Maryann of DEP’s Bureau of Water Protection and her presentation about Jordan Cove, an actual demonstration community on the ground in what is considered to be an urban watershed area in Waterford. The study incorporates a number of techniques to minimize runoff volume, retain the predevelopment patterns and changes in water quality exiting the property. 
The project is a cooperative ten year venture of CT DEP, and the UCONN Schools of Architecture and of Agriculture and Forestry.  The result is an experimental design which yields solid data for the statistical evaluation of the conservation techniques employed.  The goal is to produce essentially zero change in runoff volume, pattern and export of contaminants such as fertilizers in pre and post-development patterns.
The design provides that a significant portion of the land area of the project is left in its natural state, as a buffer retarding surface water runoff, and encouraging infiltration of potential runoff.  A second significant portion of the area is retained as common ground used by the entire community for both passive and active recreational purposes.  This land is cleared, landscaped and planted to grasses.  The grasses used here and in the lawns of the individual dwellings are strains which  require little or no chemical fertilization thus minimizing the generation of nitrate, phosphate etc. “pollutants” from the site.

Traffic circulation pattern is a loop cul-de-sac from which emerge a series of common driveways each of which serves two dwellings thus reducing the area of hard surface.  The hard surface of the road, drives and patios are made of pervious paver blocks which permit the infiltration of water at their junctions and, in some cases, can be made of materials which allow the passage of water through the pavers themselves thereby further decreasing the runoff potential.  Low, narrow curbing on the margins of paved areas is designed to retard sheet wash and allow time for infiltration.
Runoff generated by the roofs, etc. of the dwellings is collected, channeled and culverted where necessary into grassy drainage swales and detention basins.  Basins may be landscaped as is the case with the center island of the loop road both for aesthetic purposes as well as encouraging enhanced bio-filtration and the transpirational export of water directly to the air.

It is hoped that developers will recognize the value of the BMPs illustrated and tested here and will incorporate them, as will towns as they update their Comprehensive Plans of Development.

Eric H. made the observation that this project involved the establishment of new homes and that it would be useful to a greater number of home owners if DEP could develop applications for retrofitting of existing homes.  Maryann said that there were plans to do that in the new future.

BUDGET REPORT:


Eileen presented a summary of allocations and expenditures to date as shown below.

TOWN MEETINGS UPDATE:


Sally reported that we are now at the stage of having discussions with Town Wetlands and Planning and Zoning agencies (preferably jointly) to discuss the findings of the Robinson and Cole Regulations Review. She requested that those members who have been asked to set up such meetings do so and report back to Sally and Joyce. 
EVENTS UPDATE:

Sally reported that Aimee, Joyce and Sally will attend Collinsville’s Sam Collins Day and David will be responsible for the display takedown.
Harry and Diane will attend the Avon Day Celebration.

Larry and Walt will do the Unionville Festival.

Eileen, Sally and Harry did the PowerPoint presentation for Avon’s Natural Resources Commission.  Diane was part of the group but, when we arrived, it appeared that no one was there.  Immediately after Diane left, a “search party” came out to escort us across a darkened bridge over Nod Brook to a new meeting room.  The presentation was well received.
Sally extended thanks to the committee for helping set up the library display case schedule.  All towns now have their month allocation.
SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS


Outreach and Education:  Margery and Sally reported that we have a new batch of newsletters.  Members are again urged to facilitate distribution.  The travelling display is booked for each town’s library and is currently being assembled in a flexible style to accommodate the differences in display facilities in each town.

Management and Protection:  Paula reported that Joyce had devised a template for review of each town’s regulations which will help standardize the review and comparison and will speed the committee’s work.  Joe and Harry are working on a descriptive summary of the Biodiversity ORV and Sally and Harry are working on a summary of the Geology ORV.
CLOSING COMMENTS:  Jeff is working on assembling project specific GIS maps.  He will do a general committee presentation on the process and scope involved in assembling data from several sources.
  Jamie, when asked if he had any comments grinned and said “You’re doing a great job”.
Geology Field Trip.  On Sunday, October 26 at 1:30 Jelle deBoer, Geology Professor Emeritus from Wesleyan University will lead a field trip for the Simsbury Land Trust.  The trip is presently scheduled to begin at 1:30 and originate in the Masters School parking lot off Rt. 309.  Members interested in joining the walk should call the Trust’s office for specific information and to sign up.

In response to a question from a committee member regarding the Economic Study, Sally indicated that data is still being collected and compiled.  The project will be a program presentation in the next few months.

In response to a question regarding the Robinson and Cole study Sally indicated that the study texts were ready for e-distribution and that we should begin scheduling meetings with P&Z, Wetlands, Conservation, etc., Commissioners and Town Planners to discuss the findings.

Sally raised the question of the status of the Canton feasibility study for hydroelectric generation at the Collinsville dam.  David L. responded that he had a meeting with the First Selectman, Dick Barlow,  scheduled and that would be one of the discussion items.  Jamie added the point that NPS has, in its Boston office, a consultant on Hydropower who would be available to offer a consultancy gratis to assist Canton in its investigation.
Eric H.  added the information that Dick Barlow had asked  FRWA and the Rivers Alliance to write Senator Dodd and  Representative Murphy asking them to intercede with FERC to speed the licensing restoration process.  These organizations have done so with the proviso that, should acceleration take place, that the process still is subject to review by the Low Impact Hydropower Institute (LIHI). 

ADJOURNMENT:

Meeting adjourned at 8:25

Respectfully Submitted,

Harry Spring
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	EXPENSES TO DATE as of  9/15/08
	Budgeted
	Spent
	Balance
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	   Research Projects
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Archaeology
	10,000.00
	0.00
	10,000.00
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Town Reg. Review
	20,000.00
	0.00
	20,000.00
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Biodiversity/vernal pool
	14,000.00
	2,515.00
	11,485.00
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Recreational/Economic study
	44,500.00
	0.00
	44,500.00
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	FRWA Mapping
	15,000.00
	0.00
	15,000.00
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	   Outreach and Education
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Printing
	5,000.00
	3,517.00
	1,483.00
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Mailing
	4,500.00
	2,542.00
	1,958.00
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Displays
	500.00
	450.00
	50.00
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	   Study Report (not this year)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	   Management Plan
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Printing/Design
	3,000.00
	0.00
	3,000.00
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Office Expenses
	500.00
	112.00
	388.00
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	   Travel & Technology
	2,500.00
	1,595.00
	905.00
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	TOTAL
	checking account withdrawals
	119,500.00
	10,731.00
	108,769.00
	
	
	
	
	
	

	 
	and NPS credit card charges*
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Checking Account Activity, July14-Sept 15, 2008
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	BALANCE FORWARD
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	14-Jul
	W&S study Checking Account Balance
	
	13,610.74
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	DEPOSITS
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	21-Aug
	Nat'l Park Serv. funds from FRCC account
	
	50,000.00
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Total income
	
	50,000.00
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	WITHDRAWALS
	
	Ck. #
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	31-Jul
	CT Ecosystems: aerial photo review, report
	97
	1,500.00
	
	
	
	
	
	

	21-Aug
	Postmaster:  summer newsletter
	
	98
	573.00
	
	
	
	
	
	

	4-Sep
	Will Violette, archaeology intern
	
	99
	200.00
	
	
	
	
	
	

	4-Sep
	Local Color Ventures: newsletter
	
	100
	395.00
	
	
	
	
	
	

	11-Sep
	Elm Press:  206670
	
	101
	1,080.00
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Total expenses
	
	3,748.00
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	ENDING BALANCE 9/15/08
	
	
	59,862.74
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	NPS Credit Card charges, 7/14-9/16*
	
	
	*credit card charges for this period 
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	are minor and were not included.
	
	
	
	


