July 14, 2008

LOWER FARMINGTON RIVER AND SALMON BROOK

WILD AND SCENIC RIVERS STUDY COMMITTEE

             MINUTES OF MEETING, JULY 14, 2008



CANTON COMMUNITY CENTER

CALL TO ORDER:

Meeting called to order by Chairlady Sally Rieger at 7:06
MEMBERS PRESENT:

Kevin Gough, Bloomfield;  Paula Jones, Bloomfield;  Rob House, Avon;  Joe Treggor,  Farmington;  Margery Winters, Simsbury;  Alis Ohlheiser, Canton;  Carolyn Flint, Granby;  Larry Schlegel, Farmington;  Sarah Hincks, FRWA;  Eric Hammerling, CFPA;  Kathy Dunn, Hartland;  Susan Peterson, DEP;  Dave Tolli, SBWA;  Joyce Kennedy Rames, Community Coordinator;  Sally Rieger, Simsbury;  Will Violette, Intern, Granby;  Walter L. Sargent, Farmington;  Wanda H. Colman, Tariffville,;  Eileen Fielding, FRWA;  Jeff Bolton, FRWA,   Harry Spring, Avon.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES, MEETING OF JUNE  9, 2008



Sally asked for any corrections to the minutes of the June meeting.  

A motion was made and seconded to approve the minutes as presented.  Eric H. requested that the title of the Forest and Park Association stated as Forest and Parks Association be corrected to the singular “Park”.  With that correction the minutes were unanimously approved.
INTRODUCTION OF OUR NEW  MEMBERS:


Sally introduced Susan Peterson who will be our new DEP liaison and Will Violette who has volunteered as a Summer Intern.
GUEST SPEAKER:  Dr. Carl Walters,  Farmington canal Historian



Joyce began her introduction of Dr. Walters with the comment that a number of different people had urged her to invite Dr. Walters who is recognized as an excellent authority on the development, engineering and fate of the canal.

Dr. Walters gave a thoroughly interesting lecture well illustrated with slides beginning with a description of several reference texts based on the history of the canal.  He described the agrarian economy of rural Connecticut in the 1800s faced with the dilemma of great productive potential but no access to markets through which to trade.  The canal was developed as the highway to move goods to and from market centers in New Haven, Hartford, Massachusetts and points along the Connecticut River beginning in 1825.  Hartford and New Haven were co-capitals of the state and economic rivals.  The Connecticut River was more or less navigable from Long Island Sound to Hartford and beyond to Warehouse Point.  Smaller boats would be used for transport beyond that point.
 New Haven was an ideal port on Long Island Sound but inland commerce was burdened with the high cost and difficulties of overland transportation.  For example, the Farmington Valley’s agriculture produced hundreds of thousands of pounds of cheese (a stable milk product) and large quantities of apple cider and apple brandy (a stable derivative of apples) both of which were heavy and difficult to move overland to markets.  European canal development was a growing enterprise inspiring the concept here.  The canal was privately funded by merchants, primarily in New Haven.
The Farmington Canal ran from New Haven to the Massachusetts border where it joined its sister canal system reaching to Northampton where it accessed the Connecticut River and points north.  Water from the Farmington and East Branch of Salmon Brook was used to supply the canal from a variety of points.  There were 60 different levels in the canal’s design, each of which needed a source of water.  The canal was mainly hand dug with a six foot deep canal bed with a tow path along its margin.  Areas such as Cheshire required the engineering of locks to raise or lower barges over obstacle areas.  When existing topography was inadequate for canal construction in Farmington, the canal had to cross to the West side of the river at Aqueduct Lane.  The remnants of this engineering feat can be seen on property owned and maintained by the Farmington Land Trust.  This was a bridge over the river carrying, not a road, but the canal itself.  
The advent of rail transport between New Haven and Northampton and beyond instantly made the canal obsolete after only a few years of seasonal operation.
BUDGET REPORT:


Eileen Fielding presented the report which shows no change from previous month.

SUBCOMMITTEE MEMBER ASSIGNMENTS:


Joyce circulated a form for information updates, corrections or requests from members to change assignments.
TOWN MEETINGS UPDATE:


Sally reported on her presentation to Simsbury Town council which was very well received.

A presentation is scheduled for East Granby.


A meeting with Windsor officials has yet to be arranged but a meeting was held with Conservation Commission members.

SUMMER NEWSLETTER:


Sally reported that the next newsletter is scheduled for late summer.  Members are asked to provide recreational vignettes for their town to Paul for the website.  

EDUCATIONAL FORUMS;


Joyce has set up three prospective dates and venues for the three agreed upon forums.  These will be held in   Canton Community enter on March 19th next year, Farmington Library,  April 2nd and East Granby Community Center on April 9th
.It is anticipated that there would be two or three presentations over a span of time between 4:30 to 8:30 with informal discussions between committee members and visitors in between, hand outs and display materials.  Along with that there will be a “pull out all the stops” media effort to publicize the events.
SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS:

OUTREACH AND EDUCATION:

The committee is seeking new material for website and venues such as town libraries for W & S displays which are intended to be rotated from town to town on as monthly basis.

MANAGEMENT AND PROTECTION:

Paula reported that the committee was preparing summaries of the ORV clusters in relation to potential threats.  Additionally the Robinson & Cole report is being reviewed town by town in regard to the effectiveness of protective regulations related to the potential threats to ORVs.

CLOSING COMMENTS:

Sally mentioned coverage in the Avon and in the Canton News weeklies by Natalie Pollock.  Harry reported in the same connection that Natalie has agreed to encourage the editors of the other Town weeklies to include coverage of W & S in their papers.
Joyce requested that members save and turn in these articles inasmuch as she might miss them for inclusion in the archives.

Joyce requested that members follow up on contacts with Historical Societies.


Joyce reported that Governor Rell has scheduled a ceremonial signing of our bill for July.

ADJOURNMENT:  Meeting adjourned at  8:40
Respectfully  submitted,

Harry Spring

arry SpringH
