June 9, 2008

LOWER FARMINGTON RIVER AND SALMON BROOK

WILD AND SCENIC STUDY COMMITTEE

MINUTES

General Committee Meeting:  June 9, 2008

Canton Community Center

CALL TO ORDER:

Meeting called to order by Chairlady Sally Rieger at 7:03
MEMBERS PRESENT: 
Jeff Bolton, FRWA;  Terry Langevin, Windsor;  Suzanne Battos, Simsbury;  Diane Field, Avon; Larry Schlegel, Farmington;  Sue Murray, Hartland;  Paula Jones, Bloomfield;  Dave Tolli, SBWA;  Kevin Gough, Bloomfield;  Walter L. Sargent, Farmington;  Eric Hammerling, Connecticut Forest and Parks Association (CFPA), Kurt Link, The Stanley Works (TSW);  Betsy Conger, Windsor;  Eileen Fielding, Farmington, FRWA;  David Leff, Canton;  Alis Ohlheiser, Canton;  Wanda H. Colman, Tariffville;  Ian Clark, East Granby;  Paul Rochford, Burlington;  Joyce Kennedy Raymes, NPS;  Sally Rieger, Simsbury;  Margery Winters, Simsbury;  Harry Spring, Avon

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

The minutes of the May 12, 2008 meeting were amended as follows:  Eric Hammering’s representation was changed from FRWA to CFPA, Mike Krammen’s town of representation was changed from Bloomfield to East Granby and the spelling of the name of the new representative from Windsor was corrected to read as Terry Langevin.
A motion was duly made, seconded and passed unanimously to approve the minutes with the amendments cited above.

GUEST SPEAKER: 


Mr. Bill Moorehead, Lead Botanist for the Biodiversity Project was scheduled to address the Committee.  Regrettably he had to cancel.  We will attempt to re-schedule him for a future date.

VICE-CHAIR POSITION:


Sally Snyder, our Vice-chair has taken a new position within DEP.  The Executive Committee recommends that we elect Larry Schlegel as our new Vice-chairman.  Larry Schlegel has agreed to accept the nomination to the post.  A motion to that effect was made, seconded and passed unanimously.  Thank you, Larry, for your willingness to serve.
CONTRACTED STUDIES UPDATE:  


Joyce commented that we had reports on the status of some studies last month and then she and Jeff Bolton gave the following reports:



ARCHAEOLOGY: Consultants Ken Feder and Marc Banks will be mailing survey letters to lower Farmington River and Salmon Brook abutters in the towns of Bloomfield, East Granby, Granby, Tariffville and Windsor asking if they have knowledge of artifacts found on their property. This is a useful mechanism for identifying potential sites that have not been previously catalogued.  We also asked if there were significant sites which might qualify for addition to the National Historic Register.  We recognize that some land owners might not wish to have their properties so listed.  We will certainly respect their wishes in that regard.  David L. pointed out that listing does afford some legal protections and can add value to the property.  Discussion ensued related to pros and cons of listing eligibility.  Further investigation will be done before we reach a conclusion on how we will approach the issue.


VERNAL POOLS:  Jeff has initiated identification of potential vernal pools in towns not included in the original Biodiversity Project through examination of aerial photography.  A question was raised on the concept of designation of “potential pools” and confirmed ones.  Jeff indicated that likely candidates can be identified visually from aerials, but on-site examination is necessary for confirmation.  Accuracy of aerial designation ranges from 50% to 80% depending in large part on the town and type of vegetation cover.  Discussion was again raised regarding whether land owners might object to having determination made and it was pointed out that, should the property in question be considered for development, an official examination, first by Wetlands agency and then by a professional Wetlands Biologist would have to be made to ascertain the presence or absence of a vernal pool.  It would then be in the owner’s interest to be aware of such status beforehand.  Jeff did a good job of explaining the process.


REGULATION STUDY:  Robinson and Cole has indicated that the preliminary report will be available in mid July rather than in mid-April as had originally been projected.
BUDGET REPORT:  
Joyce reported that, because FRWA coordinates the cooperative agreement for the study, Eileen will take over reporting on the budget.  Up to this point, Joyce has been responsible for reports.  A copy of the latest report was given to members and is attached to the minutes.

TOWN MEETINGS AND POTENTIAL ISSUES:


Sally asked if there have been any important issues or questions which need to be addressed.  There appears to not be any issues expressed at this point.

CULTURAL LANDSCAPE:


Some success is emerging in several towns in regard to Historical Societies assistance in cataloging points of interest.  Windsor and Bloomfield have offered help.

Considerable discussion followed centering on the question of whether it was appropriate at this point in time to engage a professional historian to “sift” through whatever material is available that we may gather.


Sally said that she had checked websites of local colleges and universities and was seeking potential speakers to address us on setting parameters for the context in which we are working.

Sally and Joyce also pointed out those existing materials such as Windsor’s synopsis of the most salient features of its history since the early 17th century should not be discounted since it represents what the Historical Society in Windsor considers most relevant.  
SUBCOMMITEE REPORTS:

Outreach & Education:  
Margery described the concept of the next newsletter.  It will focus on vignettes of experiences, mostly recreational, of individuals, and committee members.  Vignettes should be submitted to Joyce as soon as possible but, in any event, prior to the July meeting on July 14.

Eileen suggested that the Outreach and Education Committee might consider a poster contest in the schools involving Wild & Scenic.

Management & Protection:

Paula reported progress in the overall M & P plan, items that have been accomplished, the writing of summaries for the Geologic and Biodiversity ORVs.
She also reported that there would be a delay in the arrival of the initial draft of the 

Regulations study.

ADJOURNMENT:

Meeting adjourned at  7:50

Respectfully submitted,
Harry Spring
