MAY 12, 2008

LOWER FARMINGTON RIVER AND SALMON BROOK

WILD AND SCENIC STUDY COMMITTEE

Minutes

Meeting:  May 12, 2008

Canton Community Center

MEETING CALLED TO ORDER by Chairlady Sally Rieger at 7:06

MEMBERS PRESENT:  Mike Krammen, Bloomfield;  Eric Hammerling, FRWA;  Kurt Link, Stanley Works;  Walter L. Sargent, Farmington;  Margery Winters, Simsbury;  Larry Schlegel, Farmington;  Sally Rieger, Simsbury; Joyce Kennedy Raymes, Community Coordinator;  Carolyn Flint, Granby;  David K. Leff, Canton;  Wanda H. Colman, Tariffville;  Dave Tolli, Granby;  Suzanne Battos, Simsbury;  Sue Murray, Hartland;  Paula Jones, Bloomfield;  Kevin Gough, Bloomfield;  Frank Davis, Windsor;  Joe Treggor, Farmington;  Eileen Fielding, FRWA;  Terry Landeman, Windsor;  Jeff Bolton, FRWA;  Sarah Hincks, FRWA;  Aimee Petras, FRWA;  Harry Spring, Avon

APPROVAL OF MINUTES AND DISTRIBUTION OF CD – MEETING OF APRIL 14, 2008.  Sally called for  corrections, etc., to the minutes.  A correction was made to the spelling of a member’s name.  Harry then reported that the minutes pertaining to the update of HB 5143 were in error due to previous misinformation.  Harry requested a motion to delete the statement, “Our bill has been referred to Legislative Management ….and  we hope our bill will be moved quickly on to the Senate” with the following:  “Our bill has been passed unanimously by the Environment Committee, passed in the House and has been moved on to the Senate.

That motion was made, seconded and approved.  A motion was then made to approve the minutes as amended.  This motion was seconded and unanimously approved.
INTRODUCTION:  EILEEN FIELDING, FRWA EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Joyce did the honors of welcoming Eileen to FRWA. and to the Study Committee.  

INTRODUCTION:  TERRY LANDEMAN, our new delegate from Windsor was also introduced by Joyce and welcomed by the Study Committee. Terry has been involved in a number of activities in Windsor, among the most notable of which is her involvement as a board member of the Friends of Northwest Park.

GUEST SPEAKER:

Sally introduced Jay Kaplan of Roaring Brook Nature Center whose principal topic this evening was “Birding in the Farmington River Area”.  

Jay made the opening point that the Farmington River hosts a broad spectrum of birds primarily because it provides good nesting habitat and is a migration corridor as part of the Atlantic Flyway.  Birds tend to follow landmarks such as river corridors hence the Farmington watershed functions as distribution routes for the birds of Northwestern Connecticut.  When the settlers came into Southern New England, they followed the same migration corridors that animal populations followed.

Jay also made the observation that the Farmington is the greatest multi-use river in Connecticut.

Jay’s talk was illustrated with excellent photos of a wide variety of birds, some ubiquitous, some rare and occasional “not supposed to be seen here” birds such as the Little Blue Heron.  A few of the water fowl to be found beyond the Canada Geese and Mallards are Common Mergansers, Hooded Mergansers, Goldeneyes, Loons, and Mute Swans.  Wading birds include the Great Blue Herons, White and Green Herons, Egrets and Cormorants.

The cormorants are becoming a problem in some localities in that they nest low in trees much as the Great Blues do.  The droppings of the Cormorants are highly acidic and, over time, kill the nesting trees thereby impacting the nesting site potential for the Great Blues.

The Cormorants, in turn, have a problem such as an instance described of fishermen going out to an island Cormorant rookery and destroying over five hundred birds because they were considered to be damaging fishing potential.  Raptors include the Bald Eagle, Kestrel, Osprey, Peregrine Falcons, various owls and hawks.  Turkey vultures can often be seen soaring along the basalt ridges.  Among the “weird birds“ is the Red Necked Grebe rescued from the ice at Collinsville.  Jay asserted that when the rivers up north are beginning to freeze; the Farmington becomes a magnet for birds seeking the still open waters of the Farmington watershed.  The first successful nesting of Bald Eagles in Connecticut in over forty years took place in Barkhamstead in 1982 and has been followed by successful nesting every year since then.  It is now possible to see Bald Eagles in the Farmington Valley all year long.  Also to be seen in the valley are various gulls.  Shore birds here include sandpipers.  There is a great variety of song birds both year round and migratory.  New arrivals such as the fish crow are being seen for the first time nesting here in the valley as they extend their range northward.  One of the endangered species found in the valley is the nighthawk.

A lively Q & A session followed covering a number of topics including population dynamics and fluctuations as well as good birding areas.  Thank you, Jay.

HB.5143 UPDATE:  

As of this date H.B. 5143 has passed both the House and Senate and has been signed by the Governor and we expect a ceremonial signing and photo op with Governor Rell.

TOWN MEETINGS UPDATE:

Joyce had sent out a listing of town meetings both scheduled and completed with the minutes and agenda for this meeting.  The only changes are: a meeting has been scheduled for Burlington and a meeting with the Windsor Town Manager to discuss a town meeting has been arranged.  A meeting with Natural Resources Commission in Avon has been scheduled. 

CONTRACTED STUDIES UPDATE:

Jeff Bolton reported on the Vernal Pool and Biodiversity Mapping Project encompassing towns not part of the original Biodiversity Project, specifically Burlington, Bloomfield Hartland and Windsor.  Hank Gruner will join Jeff in mapping Eco-regions and habitats.  Jeff is planning on a slide show, hopefully by the end of summer as an interim progress report for the committee. 

The Robinson & Cole Town Regulations pilot study was done for Simsbury.  The Management & Protection Committee reviewed the results of the Pilot and comments were forwarded to the authors who are now moving forward with the remainder of the study.

The Archaeological Study Principals will be contacted to establish a progress report date.

The Economic Study has established its model including recreational survey sites and a graduate student has been engaged to oversee the data gathering process.

The Business portion of the study has been initiated.  We expect to get the data compilation back in October.

SUMMER NEWSLETTER:

Sally outlined the concept for the next newsletter for late August as being a compilation of recreation “vignettes” describing activities and possible locations suitable for the activities described.  Contributions should be e-mailed to Sally prior to the June 9 meeting.
EVENT PARTICIPATION:

Joyce observed that May/June is a major events time with a wide variety of activities.  She has devised a signup sheet  and expressed the hope that members would volunteer to represent the Study Group in meeting the goal that each town have at least one event with W&S representation.

SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS:


Outreach and Education:

Margery reported that the committee is working on developing self-guiding tours and Eco-tours to be displayed on the website.  Members are asked to write up points of interest in their towns for inclusion.  Members are asked to send these to Joyce prior to the June 9 meeting.

Management and Protection:  

Paula reported that the committee is developing descriptive write-ups for each of the ORVs and considerable discussion has been devoted to what we want to encompass in the Cultural Landscape section including material from the local Historical Societies.

CLOSING REMARKS: 

 Sally informed the committee that Jelle deBoer, (Professor of Geology Emeritus from Wesleyan) was coming on Wednesday, May 14 at 9:30 to conduct a site walk to the exposure of the contact zone between the ancient (Ordovician) rocks of the Western Highlands (original North American) and the much more recent rocks of the central lowlands which are part of the African rocks left after the final separation of North America and Africa.  All members are invited.  Those interested in joining the group should so indicate to Sally so that she may inform Masters’ School that we will be parking in their lot and crossing their land.

David Tolli said that the SBWA will have a table at Granby Historical Society Flea Market and will represent both SBWA and W & S.

Eric reminded the group that June 7 is Trails Day.  A number of events are scheduled around the state including a hike led by Chris Murphy to Heublein Tower.

ADJOURNMENT:  Meeting adjourned at 8:39

Respectfully submitted,

Harry Spring

