April 14, 2008

LOWER FARMINGTON RIVER AND SALMON BROOK 

WILD & SCENIC RIVERS STUDY COMMITTEE

MINUTES OF MEETING APRIL 14, 2008

CANTON COMMUNITY CENTER

CALL TO ORDER:

Meeting called to order by Chair Sally Rieger at 7:05 pm.
MEMBERS PRESENT:

Aimee Petras, FRWA;  Wanda Coleman, TVA;  Eric Hammerling, FRWA;  Margery Winters, Simsbury;  Diane Field, Avon;  Walter L. Sargent, Farmington;  Paul Rochford, Burlington;  Larry Schlegel ,Farmington;  Mike Krammen, East Granby;  Sue Murray, Hartland;  Carolyn Flint, Granby;  Jamie Fosburgh, NPS;  Harry  Spring, Avon;  Joyce Kennedy Raymes, NPS;  Sally Rieger, Simsbury;  Jeff Bolton, FRWA ;  Alis Ohlheiser, Canton Conservation Commission;   Eric Lukingbeal, Granby;  Paula Jones, Bloomfield;  Kevin Gough, Bloomfield;  Suzanne Battos, Simsbury;  Sarah Hincks, FRWA;  David Leff, Canton;  Joe Treggor, Farmington
· APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  Meeting of March 10, 2008
      With corrections to spelling of two members names, minutes approved.

· GUEST SPEAKERS:   

Sally introduced our speakers Don Mysling who in turn introduced his colleague, Ed Machowski both of whom are with DEP Inland Fisheries Division.
The speakers opened by saying that they preferred responding to questions rather than preparing a formal presentation.  Since they were unsure of the topics we wanted covered, they felt that this format would better suit our needs.  Indeed, that was the case.  The one hour + give and take was so information loaded that a fair reporting would require a virtual transcript of the session.  The secretary decided it would be more useful for the committee to have a voice transcription of the session.
We are very much indebted to Mr. Roger Lavoie of Farmington who very kindly offered technical expertise and hardware resources in the generation of CDs for each committee member.  These will be distributed at the beginning of the May 12 meeting.

· W&S HB 5143 UPDATE:

Our bill has been referred to Legislative Management Committee due to the requirement that DEP provide advisory oversight and a question was raised about personnel time/cost...  This was not done with the 8 Mile Bill and we hope that our bill will be moved quickly on to the Senate.
Eric reported that Kevin Witkos has submitted a bill for study of the sediments in the Collinsville impoundments for dredging purposes.  This bill may be considered in this session.
· TOWN GOVERNING BODY MEETINGS UPDATE:

A question was raised regarding the need for a citizen referendum or town meeting.  Jamie responded that the Congress is going to want some form of citizen vote as demonstration of public support for the designation.

Discussion then followed as to the process and its timing. 

The thought was then offered that we are presently scheduling meetings with town governing bodies and the next step would be informational meetings for the interested public.  Jamie then offered the idea that, until Management & Protection has developed a draft plan, there would be very little in terms of specifics for the interested public to evaluate in order to make intelligent decisions.  The Town Meeting or Referendum is, Jamie asserted, the mechanism through which Congress can be assured that the people have been heard and that there is strong local support.  Discussion continued regarding the role of the study committee to disseminate information, engage as many citizens as we can and then get a formal public expression of the will of the people who choose to be involved.
Jamie did raise the question of a potential time line for this vote.  It is estimated that a draft Management Plan will be ready for input and discussion by towns in the autumn of 2008.  Most likely this would move the date of citizen vote to some point in 2009.  It was suggested that, if a referendum style of vote is chosen, a target date of first Tuesday of November be established.  In that case, extra expense over and above the normal election process would be avoided.  If a Town Meeting style were chosen, the additional expense would be minimal, for example, possible custodial fees for use of space.
It was decided to delay establishing a time line until the next meeting until Joyce has had a chance to assess the situation.  In this regard Sally asked members to broach the issue with local officials and bring back any complicating issues raised by the member towns so that we can resolve issues and then speak with a unified voice.

· EVENT PARTICIPATION:

· Aimee and Joyce reported on the April 26th event at River View Banquet Facility in Simsbury which is an inaugural marking the opening of this facility.  Tickets are $10.00 of which four dollars will be donated to FRWA, two to the Farmington Valley Trails Council two dollars to the East Coast Greenway and two dollars will be used for refreshments.  There will be a number of activities.  We will have booth space and members have volunteered to staff these.

· SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS:

· Outreach & Education
:  We have materials for outreach.  Joyce has secured a display board and an initial presentation of photographs by Wanda and text has been established. The display will be altered periodically and is intended for use by members at various events in their towns.  We will also distribute copies of the first newsletter, as well as a postcard developed by Larry Schlegel with a map of study area towns and descriptions of ORV Categories on one side and an excellent riverine photograph.  The cost for 2,500 postcards is $330.00.   The Outreach & Education sub-committee is seeking approval for allocation of this amount.
It was moved and duly seconded to approve this allocation.  There being no discussion the question was moved and unanimously approved.

· Management & Protection:  A draft plan is in the early stages of development considering potential threats to our ORVs.
· NEWSLETTER REFILLS: Joyce has copies of newsletters.
· ERIC LEAVING POST AT FRWA: Eric will be beginning a new phase of his career as Executive Director of the CT Forest and Parks Association.  We wish him all great success in his new endeavor.
· ADJOURNMENT:  Meeting adjourned at 9:11
Respectfully submitted,

Harry Spring

