March 10, 2008


LOWER FARMINGTON RIVER AND SALMON BROOK

WILD & SCENIC STUDY COMMITTEE

MINUTES

General Committee meeting:  March 10, 2008

Canton Community Center

CALL TO ORDER:

Meeting called to order by Chairlady Sally Rieger at 7:05 p.m.

MEMBERS PRESENT:

Liz Lacy, NPS;  Diane Field, Avon;  Sue Murray, Hartland;  Kurt Link, The Stanley Works;  Carolyn Flint, Granby;  Larry Schlegel, Farmington;  Walter Sargent, Farmington;  Suzanne Battos,  Simsbury;  David Leff, Canton;  Eric Luckingbeal, Granby;  Dave Tolli, SBWA;  Margery Winters, Simsbury;  Sally Rieger, Simsbury;  Joyce Kennedy Raymes, Community Planner;  Joe Treggor, Farmington;  Kathy Dunn, Hartland;  Mike Krammen, East Granby;  Wanda Coleman, Simsbury;  Kevin Gough, Bloomfield;  Harry Spring, Avon
NEW BUSINESS:

FARMINGTON RIVER COORDINATING COMMITTEE (FRCC)

Sally introduced Liz Lacy, our featured speaker and chair of the Upper Farmington River Coordinating Committee.  As part of the introduction Sally pointed out that, should we succeed in gaining W & S Designation, we would need to decide whether to establish a parallel organization or seek to join with the already established Upper Farmington Committee.  Sally urged committee members to begin considering the issue based on information Liz is presenting this evening.

As an opener, Liz distributed “Wild and Scenic Rivers” buttons to the members of the committee. The FRCC has been in existence for fourteen years and, in that time, developed a number of functions overseeing the management of the river, overseeing open space acquisition, erosion control remediation, habitat improvement and development of educational functions along river segments.  The committee functions as a unifying body in all of these activities in partnership concert with the governing bodies and agencies of the member towns. This April is the 40th Anniversary of the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act.  FRCC will add this committee’s e-mail addresses to its mailing list.
OLD BUSINESS:

HOUSE BILL 5143

Sally was delighted to report that Wild & Scenic State legislation introduced by the Environment committee and co-sponsored by Schofield, Fahrbach,.
Giannaros, Ferrari, Harris, Sen. DeFronzo, Bye, Witkos had its public hearing in the Environment Committee and had unanimous endorsement by that committee and had been reported out to the Legislative Committee.
TOWN GOVERNING BODY MEETINGS:

Sally sent an e-mail asking town delegates to schedule meetings with town leaders in the short term and the best way to reach out to town boards and residents during the study.  She urged swift movement on this matter since towns may presently have full agendas and will need to schedule some time into the future.

NEWSLETTER DISTRIBUTION;

There is a sign-up sheet of potential distribution points in each town.  Members are requested to add others where appropriate and sign up to be responsible for delivery to specific sites.  Newsletters are available now.
NONDISCRIMINATION RESOLUTION:

In conjunction with drawing up a contract with CCSU for the Economic Study, regulations require that we adopt a resolution requiring that we follow the law in regulations set forth in the Connecticut General Statutes regarding nondiscrimination and certify that this has been duly adopted.  
Walt Sargent moved that we adopt said resolution.  The motion was seconded by Kathy Dunn.  A brief discussion followed producing no dissent.  The question was moved and carried unanimously.
2008 EVENT PARTICIPATION:

We have a tentative event schedule running from April to November.  Members are encouraged to add other events as they become aware of them and to sign on to attend and discuss W & S.  Members can e-mail events or sign-ups to Joyce.
Eric reminded the group of the Event at Riverview on April 26 from 1 until 6 which is sponsored by FRWA, the Farmington Valley Trails Council and the East Coast Greenways Council at the Riverview Banquet facility in Simsbury and which will showcases Wild and Scenic.
A variety of “entertainments” are planned for the event including some “extreme”
bike riding, fly fishing demonstrations  as well as fly tying demos.
Dave Tolli reported on attending a lecture in Farmington pertaining to the Geology of the Farmington Valley.

The Alternative Energy Committee from Canton visited Kurt Link at Rainbow Dam due to their interest in learning about alternative energy sources and specifically the structures and mechanics of Rainbow Dam and its fish ladder.
Eric reported on the background of this investigation.  The group which held the FERC license on the dams in Collinsville failed to gather the funding necessary to begin construction, the time duration of their licensing expired and Canton has expressed an interest in applying for that license...  This may have a bearing on the Wild & Scenic process, perhaps excluding the section of the river with the dams from the Wild & Scenic designation, but then requiring whoever wishes to establish the hydroelectric to install fish ladders at both dams.
SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS:

OUTREACH AND EDUCATION:

The committee is now working on selecting topics for the next newsletter and subsequent ones.  Joyce has secured a display board for use at outreach and other events.  The committee is also developing post cards for distribution.
Eric, as Treasurer, reported that the first twenty thousand dollars of our appropriation has come through and Joyce is empowered to cut reimbursement 

checks.  


MANAGEMENT AND PROTECTION:
Kevin reported that Paula had been called away and he was not prepared to deliver a report.

MEETING ADJOURNED AT 9 P.M.

Respectfully submitted,

Harry Spring
