February 11, 2008

LOWER FARMINGTON RIVER AND SALMON BROOK

WILD & SCENIC RIVERS STUDY COMMITTEE

MINUTES

Meeting:  February 11, 2008

Canton Community Center

CALL TO ORDER:
Meeting called to order by Chairlady Sally Rieger at 7:08
MEMBERS PRESENT:

Sally Rieger, Simsbury;  Walter L. Sargent, Farmington;  Larry Schlegel, Farmington;  Paula Jones, Bloomfield;  David Leff, Canton;  Jamie Fosburgh, NPS;  Kurt Link, Stanley Works/FRPCo.;  Joe Treggor, FCC Farmington;  Eric Hammerling, FRWA;  Alis Ohlheiser, Canton Conservation Commission;;  Ian Clark, East Granby,  Mike Krammen, East Granby;  Joyce Kennedy Raymes, Community Planner;  Carolyn Flint, Granby;  Sue Murray, Hartland;  Kathy Dunn, Hartland; Sarah Hincks, FRWA;  Harry Spring, Avon
Sally introduced Joe Treggor, former Chairman of the Farmington Conservation Commission who was in attendance.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES, MEETING OF JANUARY 14
Sally asked if there were additions or changes to the minutes.  David Leff proposed a motion for an amendment in wording for clarification on page 7, paragraph 2 to his motion to approve the award of the contract for Town Regulation Compilation and Review in lines 5 and 6 to read “…providing that said contract will be in full compliance with all federal requirements pertaining to the bidding and letting of contracts…”.
The motion was seconded and approved.
A motion to approve the minutes as amended was made, seconded and passed without dissent.

STUDY COMMITTEE ROLE PLAYING IN PREPARATION FOR REPORTS TO TOWN GOVERNING BODIES:

Sally introduced Paula Jones and Sarah Hincks who had graciously consented to be the “original test pilots” for demonstrating the presentation of the power point program.  The program and presentation were information laden and very successfully delivered thanks to the two ladies.  The power point was effective in providing the “core curriculum” organization thanks to Eric, Sally and Joyce.
The presentation did initiate a number of questions from committee members which were handled by Eric and Jamie very ably.  A principal point of discussion centered on the technicalities of the term “free flowing”.  The presence of dams does not necessarily preclude designation as Wild & Scenic.  There are a number of technical details attached to the term “free flowing” such as provision for fish migration in the presence of dams.  There are other implications such as, once designated, FERC is prohibited from licensing new hydroelectric structures on a W&S River.  There can be, however, zones of exemption from the W&S designation within the river system.  With a W&S designation in place, esisting structures such as bridges can be reconstructed provided there are no negative impacts to the resources protected by the designation.  Design would need to comply with regulations for appropriate development and be subject to review by NPS.    
Regarding the Study Committee’s role in the town regulation review and recommendations for protecting ORVs, Sally reminded us that Damon recommended a technical paper available on the Federal Wild and Scenic website, www.rivers.gov dealing with protecting non-federal lands.  Once into the website, the thread would be >publications >technical > protection.
An extensive discussion followed involving a number of topics including the possibility of voicing over the Powerpoint and then reverting to discussion after the presentation,  allowing the audience members to read text for themselves and then summarizing or asking for questions as the presentation progresses, perhaps reading one point aloud to focus attention , and the desirability of using laser pointers .

Workshops will be held for training in terms of handling the laptop and projectors for those unfamiliar with the set up.

Current planning will involve a team for each presentation for tech support and, perhaps, for shared responding to questions.

Sally announced that it is anticipated that the first newsletter from the Outreach and Education Subcommittee will be going out prior to the beginning of our presentations to Town Governmental entities.

LEGISLATIVE MEETINGS UPDATE:

Joyce handed out lists of Senators and Representatives of the study area towns and reported that we are making good progress in meeting with our legislators.  It is our intent to have personal meetings with each of these individuals prior to the time when the vote on our bill comes up in the House.

Tentative dates have been set by the Environment Committee for hearings which are scheduled for: February 13, 15, 20 or 22.  Joyce said that it would be helpful to have several committee members testify at the hearing and requested that those willing to do so inform her so the activity can be coordinated.

BUDGET REVIEW:
Joyce has prepared a Proposed Study Budget (attached) itemizing projected spending on an annualized basis for the next three years (current to 9/2010).  The budget reflects funding already allocated and also funding proposals to be acted upon this evening including the Biodiversity/Vernal pool study (see below), the GIS / Mapping Analysis, and Newsletter of the Outreach and Education Subcommittee.
A separate Newsletter Cost Options and Newsletter Proposed Budget (attached) outlined bids and specifications from five printers.

Copies were distributed to the committee.  Joyce guided the committee through her report.  While it is difficult to project with full confidence, the budget is based on what Joyce is aware of to date and is projected for the estimated three year remainder of the study.  The grand total of projected expenditures is $ 337, 370 and is within the allocation of funds expected.  Someone suggested adding a line item for office expenses and $1,500 was added to the budget for a new total of $338,870.
In response to a question to Jamie from Sally regarding possible additional funding for gathering and organizing historical information, Jamie replied that such funding would be quite possible.  Currently we are planning on inviting the participation of local Historical Societies in compiling an index of historic sites and events, architectural landmarks and entries on the National Historic Register in close proximity to the river, perhaps within a quarter mile.   It is expected that, with the cooperation of the towns’ Historical Societies, little or no cost will be generated.
FUNDING PROPOSALS:

*1.  BIODIVERSITY/VERNAL POOL STUDY


Sally asked Eric to review the components of the Biodiversity/Vernal pool study which is proposed to augment the Biodiversity Study already completed in all of the Study Area towns except Burlington, Bloomfield, Hartland, and Windsor.  The proposal would fund a more limited examination of the towns cited than that of the original towns surveyed.  It should be noted that the original study was funded by a variety of sources entirely independent of and predating the Wild & Scenic Study.
Much of the work in this project will be done via stereoscope examination of aerial photographs and available GIS work.  Potential vernal pool sites and other habitats likely to demonstrate biodiversity value will be identified.  This work will be valuable to both this Study Committee and the towns which will share in the data.
*2.  GIS MAPPING AND ANALYSES:

Eric again outlined  the methodology for this project using existing GIS mapping provided by DEP and, perhaps other mapping sources such as ATT along with aerial photography and the expertise of Jeff Bolton working with FRWA volunteers.  The project will involve integrating overlays and interpretive work in relation to the ORVs and identifying ground cover types, problem erosion sites and a range of other factors such as development patterns.
VOTE
A motion was made and seconded approving the funding for the Biodiversity/Vernal Pool Study in the amount of $ 14,000.  Discussion was brief since the project has been examined at previous Study Committee meetings.  
The question was moved yielding 16 affirmative, 1 abstention and 1 nay
A motion was made and seconded to approve funding for the GIS Mapping and Analysis work to be conducted by Jeff Bolton and FRWA volunteers in the amount of $15,000 per annum for a total of $ 45,000.  

The question was moved yielding 16 yeas, 1 abstention and no nays
SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS:

OUTREACH AND EDUCATION:

Margery asked Sally to stand in her place and give a brief report.

The principal item is that the newsletter is nearly ready to go out.

Appropriate display materials are being designed so that, when we go to events, the materials such as display boards will be ready and available.

Once the Newsletter is ready, point persons are asked to set up meetings with 

Town officials for the power point presentation and have the newsletters as handouts to that audience.

Meetings have been held with legislators.

A listing of events is being compiled which will give the opportunity to introduce ourselves and our mission.

Discussions are being conducted to have a “great mural” painted on the conspicuous traffic side wall of the kayak base in Collinsville depicting the Wild and Scenic Rivers' development.
Larry has designed a postcard for the committee.

MANAGEMENT AND PROTECTION:

Paula reported that the committee is reviewing an ORV threat analysis 

compilation initiated by Sally

Sally called for any additional items of business.  There being none, she called for              a motion to adjourn which was duly offered, seconded and voted.

Meeting adjourned at 9:07
Respectfully Submitted,
Harry Spring

	 
	Year 1
	Year 2
	Year 3
	Year 4
	Category Subtotal

	 
	10/06-9/07
	10/07-9/08
	10/08-9/09
	10/09-9/10
	 

	Funding
	      70,000 
	    170,000 
	      50,000 
	      50,000 
	         340,000 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Expenses
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Study Coord Salary
	 
	      40,000 
	      41,000 
	      42,000 
	         123,000 

	Fringe Benefits
	 
	        7,600 
	        7,790 
	        7,980 
	           23,370 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Research Projects
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Archaeology
	 
	      10,000 
	 
	 
	           10,000 

	Town Regulation Review
	 
	      20,000 
	 
	 
	           20,000 

	Biodiversity/Vernal Pool
	 
	      14,000 
	 
	 
	           14,000 

	Recreational/Economic Study
	 
	      44,500 
	 
	 
	           44,500 

	FRWA Mapping
	 
	      15,000 
	      15,000 
	      15,000 
	           45,000 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	                 -   

	Outreach & Education
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Printing
	 
	        5,000 
	        5,000 
	        5,000 
	           15,000 

	Mailing
	 
	        4,500 
	        4,500 
	        4,500 
	           13,500 

	Displays
	 
	          500 
	          500 
	          500 
	            1,500 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Study Report 
	 
	 
	        2,000 
	        5,000 
	            7,000 

	Management Plan 
	 
	        3,000 
	        5,000 
	 
	            8,000 

	Printing/Design
	 
	 
	 
	        5,000 
	            5,000 

	Office Expenses
	 
	          500 
	          500 
	          500 
	            1,500 

	Travel & Technology
	 
	        2,500 
	        2,500 
	        2,500 
	            7,500 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Total Expenses
	 
	    167,100 
	      83,790 
	      87,980 
	 

	Total Budget
	 
	 
	 
	 
	         338,870 


	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Newsletter Cost Options
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	6000 copies
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	paper weight
	full color 
	2 color
	B&W
	Mailing
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Print Works
	80#
	1987
	 
	1237
	 
	 

	Local Color Ink
	60#
	2200
	1390
	 
	455/8 lists
	 

	Olivieri
	70#
	4699
	3509
	2582
	 
	 

	Elm Press
	80#
	1639
	1085
	 
	525/5 lists
	 

	Express Printing
	70#
	2525
	2300
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Newsletter Proposed Budget
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	2008
	2009
	2010
	2011
	 
	 

	 
	(3 newsletters)
	(3 newsletters)
	(3 newsletters)
	(1 newsletter)
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	Subtotal

	Printing (6000)
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Full Color
	4917
	4917
	4917
	1639
	 
	16390

	2 Color
	3255
	3255
	3255
	1085
	 
	10850

	Mailing
	1365
	1365
	1365
	455
	 
	4550

	Postage
	2610
	2610
	2610
	870
	 
	8700

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	Full Color Total
	29640

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	2 Color Total
	24100


